
L 
ast time I wrote to you I 
wished you a Merry 
Christmas. Time has 

certainly flown since then and I 
hope you all had a wonderful 
Easter, enjoying all that the 
Riverland offers at this glorious 
time of the year.  Yes, autumn is 
certainly my favourite season. 

U3A Riverland has launched into 
2016 with a huge offering of 
courses and activitiesðsome 
continuing, some new. If you 
havenôt decided on something to 
do, please check the activities 
page on our website or collect 
your copy of the activities sheet 
from your nearest library.  If you 
have an activity you would like to 
see offered, please let one of the 
committee know. For ease of 
identification, I remind you to 
wear your membership badge to 
any classes or activities you 
attend. 

President, Brent Morrell, 
presided over our first AGM held 
on 24 February 2016.  He 
presented his Annual Report 
outlining the enormous success 
of 2015, our first year of 
operation. Brent thanked the 
retiring members Lyn Harvey, 
Helen Slade and Pam Rule and 
welcomed in their place Anna 
Harper, Anne Chase and Jan 
Owens.  The three members up 
for re-election (Brent Morrell, 
Tony Guster and Terry Marter) 
were returned unopposed. 

Magic was also in the air at the 
AGM with James Young 
demonstrating his masterful 
illusion which certainly left our 
President with a confused look 
on his face. 

Keep your eyes open for more 
details of a float making project 
to be facilitated by local artist 
Tim Baulderstone.  It may be just 
what you are waiting to be 
involved in. 

Remember that this is a 
volunteer-based organisation run 
for members.  We look forward 
to your continued support. 

 

Diana March  (Editor) 

      

 

LIFE IS FOR 
LEARNING 
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SECRETARY ð DAINA BRADDOCK 

As an enthusiastic supporter of lifelong learning, I became one of the founding 
members of U3A Riverland and have been taking minutes and creating agendas 
since the very first meeting back in May 2014. 

As an art teacher in a previous life, people assured me that I could easily take on 
art classes for U3A.  Well, 25 years ago that was what I 
did, but having worked at TAFESA since then (in a totally 
different capacity), I found this thought a bit daunting é 
could I still remember all the important concepts é would I 
remember how to apply them? 

I did take up the challenge and have found taking the U3A 
art classes very rewarding, thanks to the ever-cheerful, 
interested and amazing people who have been attendingð
some now for the second year. The groups have already 
mounted one very successful art exhibition at the Chaffey 
Theatre é keep your eyes open for the next one. 

I look forward to every Tuesday and many more to come. 

PUBLICITY AND MARKETING ð DIANA MARCH 

Sometimes I feel that Iôve never left school.  With a 40-year career in education, 
initially as a teacher in the secondary school system and later as a Business 
Studies Lecturer at TAFE, I am forever hungry to learn something new. 

On taking an early retirement I was able to enthuse a small band of colleagues, in a 
similar situation, to look into the idea of establishing a local U3A branch.  Iôd read 
much about the health benefits of staying mentally active and over a glass of wine 
é or two é the concept evolved. Considering its phenomenal growth, it is 
particularly gratifying to have been part of its inception. 

When Iôm not in ñschool modeò, writing newsletters or preparing much-needed 
publicity, Iôm an avid traveller and long distance walker.  With my husband, Geoff, I 
have completed 2 x 800 km walks on the pilgrimsô trail ñCamino de Santiagoò 
across both Spain and France.  I would have to say that 
these have been lifeôs best classrooms yet! 

On the homefront, I am a born and raised Riverlander and 
am passionate about showing this region off to our many 
visitors.  I am an enthusiastic gardener and am slowly 
realising that I inherited some of my fatherôs artisitic 
talents (thanks in part to Daina Braddock and the U3A art 
class).  I have run several courses for U3A, creating 
beautiful photographic books using an online software 
called Snapfish and enjoy the challenges of writing short 
stories in the U3A Creative Writing for Beginners classes.  
At the moment thereôs not much time to do more! 



U3A Riverland has celebrated its first birthday.  President, Brent 
Morrell, applauded the efforts of the small founding group who 
worked tirelessly to establish a U3A branch in the Riverland.  Di 
March, Daina Braddock, Shirley Sims and Lyn Harvey were invited 
to cut the birthday cake to mark the milestone.  The President 
echoed the state bodyôs praise for the Riverlandôs innovation, 
enthusiasm and proactive approach to providing Riverland retirees 
with an opportunity to engage in lifelong learning.  ñFrom an exciting 
beginning, our membership has grown to almost 150 and we have 
been able to offer more than 20 activities at venues right across the 
Riverlandò, he said. 

The organising committee has planned an even broader array of 
courses and activities for 2016.  In keeping with U3Aôs motto 
ñStaying active: mentally, physically and sociallyò, members 
attending the lunch at Rustonôs rose garden were eager to pre-
register for new courses including Conversational French, Home 
brewing, Pageant float building, Creative writing for beginners, 
Patchwork and Raku glazing for pottery. 

The local libraries display U3A information brochures, membership 
forms and activity sheets.  Anyone wishing to find out more about the 
activities of U3A Riverland is encouraged to visit the website 
www.u3ariverland.org 
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Founding U3A Riverland members:  Daina Braddock, 
Shirley Sims, Diana March, Lyn Harvey with the birthday 
cake 

http://www.u3ariverland.org

